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The NHS is required by  law t o prot ect  t he public f unds it  
adm inist ers.  In doing so, it  may share inf ormat ion prov ided t o it  
w it h ot her bodies responsib le f or audit ing or adm inist ering public 
f unds.

Dat a mat ching involves comparing comput er records held by  one 
body  against  ot her comput er records held by  t he same or anot her 
body  t o see how t hey  mat ch.  This usually  involves accessing 
personal inf ormat ion.  This t ype of  comput erised dat a mat ching 
helps t o ident if y  t ransact ions or dat a it ems which may indicat e an 
inconsist ency  and t heref ore benefl t  f rom f urt her invest igat ion. Any  
act ual inconsist encies ident ifl ed upon invest igat ion may be t he 
result  of  f raud, error or ot her explanat ion.

The Audit or General f or Wales ( Audit or General)  current ly  requires 
us t o part icipat e in a dat a mat ching exercise t o assist  in t he 
ident ifl cat ion of  duplicat e pat ient  regist rat ions w it hin GP pract ices.  
The use of  t he dat a by  t he Audit or General is carried out  w it h 
st at ut ory  aut horit y  under Part  3  of  t he Public Audit  ( Wales)  Act .  
Local Healt h Boards t heref ore have a st at ut ory  dut y  t o prov ide t he 
relevant  dat a under paragraph 1 7  of  Schedule 8  t o t he Government  
of  Wales Act  2 0 0 6 .  It  does not  require t he consent  of  indiv iduals 
concerned under t he Dat a Prot ect ion Act  1 9 9 8 .

The Local Healt h Board w ill work w it h t he Audit or General and his 
st af f  t o ensure t hat  only  t he m inimum necessary  amount  of  
personal inf ormat ion w ill be shared f or t he purpose of  t his audit .  
This inf ormat ion w ill be t ransf erred t o t he Audit or General in an 
encrypt ed f ormat  and st ored securely  bef ore being confl dent ially  
disposed of  at  t he end of  t he audit . The exercise w ill be conduct ed 
in accordance w it h t he Audit or General÷s Code of  Dat a Mat ching 
Pract ice which can be accessed online at : www.wao.gov.uk/
what wedo/ 2 0 5 2 .asp
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If  you would like t o know more about  t he Audit or General÷s legal 
powers and t he reasons why he mat ches part icular inf ormat ion, 
please v isit : www.wao.gov.uk/ asset s/ englishdocument s/
principal_ st at ut ory_ aut horit ies_ f or_ t he_ work_ of _ t he_ audit or_ gen
eral_ eng.pdf
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